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INTRODUCTION, 


PERHAPS some one is ready to ask, Why 
burden the public with another book upon a 
religious topic, when the Bible is sufficient to 
furnish us unto all good works? We readily 
admit the all-sufficiency of the Bible, yet we 
claim there are reasons for the publication of 
this book, and proceed to show : 

1. If the Church had continued in its pris- 
tine purity there would have been no use for 
any such writings, for there would have been 
but one Church, the Church of Christ. 

2. Since sects, Jews and infidels, have flooded 
the minds with all sorts of forgeries and cor- 
ruptions against the true claims of the Gospel ; 
we claim that it is not only our privilege, but 
our duty to counteract their hateful influence 
with literature which will reprieve them from 
sin and death. 

3. As there is such eagerness upon the part 
of the young, to read something else than the 


Bible, and so much is read with sceming 
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delight, we offer this traet, in hope of its find- 
ing its way into the affections of some wander- 
ing ones, that it may fasten the claims of divine 
truth upon their minds, that they may be 
brought sweetly to the enjoyment of “ redeem- 
ing grace” through the Bible. 

4. In the religious world it is, lo! here, and 
lo! there; each claiming that he is right, 
and at the same time condemning all the rest ; 
and to such an extent has this been carried, 
that many have become doubtful of the truth 
of the Bible, and some forced into infidelity. 
We offer this as a reconciliation, pointing the 
reader to a balm for this heart-aching and 
soul-longing disease; that it may be instru- 
mental in the union of all true believersin the 
one faith and one Church. 

Tue AUTHOR. 


WHICH IS THE TRUE CHURCH? 


CHAPTER I. 

iM EARLY nineteen hundred years ago, there 
I was a very remarkable personage appeared 

1 in the world, who spake many wonderful 
things,and did a great many marvelous works, 
and made to the world some interesting pro- 
mises, upon the condition that they would 
accept him as their leader. A few of these we 
will briefly notice. 

He said he came to fulfill the law, but not to 
destroy it. He said he was the Son of God, 
and yet was born of the flesh as other men 
are. He said he was the Life, the Truth, and 
the Way, and no man could come to God but 
by him. It was said of him that he was the 
Son of David, yet he lived more than eight 
hundred years after David’s day. He also 
claimed the right to worship God in the tem- 
ple, and even drove out those who professed 
to be followers of Moses and the prophets. 
He said he would build a Church, and that 
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the gates of Hades should not prevail against 
it. That he would establish a kingdom, and 
give to his apostles the keys; with full autho- 
rity to open and close at pleasure. At another 
time he made the extravagant statement, that 
he had power to lay down his life, and could 
take it up again. Again he said, “all autho- 
rity in Heaven and in earth is given unto me.” 

Enough has now been quoted to show that 
he must have been the most remarkable being 
who has at any time lived upon earth, and in 
view of these marvelous sayings we are forced 
to one of the following conclusions : 

1. He was that very prophet of whom Moses 
wrote, who should arise from among his breth- 
ren like unto him. The Son of whom David 
spake, who should rise up to sit on his throne. 
The child of whom Isaiah prophesied, that 
should be called wonderful, counselor, the 
mighty God, the everlasting Father, the prince 
of peace. We say he must have been that 
identical being, or, 

2. He was the grandest imposter the world 
ever knew. There iy just simply no compro- 
mising truth and error at this point. No man 
ever spake as this man spake; no man ever 
made such pretensions as this, and no man 
ever stood out upon the threshhold of his mis- 
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sion and made such pretensions to the world 
as he made. Teis then the Son of the living 
God, the Saviour of the world; or ho is the 
most pretentious, hypocritical, and God dis- 
honoring ereature known to mortal man. 
Before drawing your conclusions, and espe- 
cially denouncing him, please cast your eye 
around and look at the events which follow in 
close proximity. At one time he walked up in 
open daylight to a man who had an infirmity 
of thirty-eight years, and commanded that he 
should arise, take up his bed and walk. 

At another, he asked of a blind man what 
he should do for him. The blind man said : 
“Lord, that my eyes may be opened.” He 
anoints them with clay, tells the man to go 
to a certain pool and wash. The man did so 
and came seeing. Again he mects a funeral 
procession, which was carrying the remains of 
a young man to its resting place, who was the 
son of a poor widow. He immediately com- 
mands that they rest the bier. By his mighty 
words of command the young man arises from 
the dead. 

And still at another time, he calls at one of 
his places of resort, a place where he loved to 
abide on account of the happy hearts which 
were ever ready to welcome him, and willing 
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hands which were aways ready to minister to 
his wants. This family was composed of three 
persons, two sisters and one brother. At a 
time when Jesus was absent, the brother sick- 
ened and died. When Jesus came he had 
been dead four days. They accompany him 
tothe grave. Although he has power to raise 
him, yet he weeps; he weeps because of the 
sympathy he has for fallen humanity. Butin 
the presence of all he commands, “ Lazarus, 
come forth,” and immediately he arises from 
the grave. 

This settles the matter of his being more 
than mortal man ; yet infidelity still wants 
more proof of his divinity, and demurs when 
we assert that he arose from the dead. Of 
course this is not a matter of actual knowledge 
with us, for we did not see it; but if men are 
willing to receive testimony, we can make it 
as strong as could be required ; but as we are 
not discussing the authenticity of the Holy 
Scriptures in this book, we will not elaborate 
the subject here, but we will make a few state- 
ments, demonstrate a few propositions, and put 
the truth of his divinity before the world. 

I believe almost all people now acknowledge 
that such a being as Christ once lived upon 
earth; but while we claim that he was the 


Messiah, others say that he was only a good 
man; others say he was an imposter. Well, 
if he were only mortal man, he must have 
died, for no mortal man could have lived 
eighteen hundred years. By the authority of 
the Bible, we say also that he died, so all parties 
claim that he lived, and that he died. 

Now all we have to do is to prove that he 
rose from the dead, and the truth of his 
divinity is established. It will be remembered 
now, that the same book which tells us that he 
lived, tells us also that he died, and the same 
book also tells us that he arose again. It would 
not be good logic for us to admit two state- 
ments out of three of a transaction, especially 
if we see a fitness in the three combined, and 
nothing at all tothe contrary. Suppose I tell 
a number of men, say one hundred, that I will 
go to the city to-day, buy a mill to-morrow, 
and return the third day. Now you know I 
go to the city to-day, you see me buy the mill 
to-morrow, but as not accompanying me back 
the third day, yet there are above five hundred 
men who see me get off the train and unload 
the mill, what good sense would there be in 
your denying that I did come. So with the 
mission of Jesus. Ie told them repeatedly he 
should die, be buried, and rise again the third 
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day. They saw him die, they saw him buried, 
and above five hundred saw him at one time 
after he arose from the dead. By the three 
following points we shall see that he arose: 

1. If he had been an impostor, he could not 
have raised himself from the dead. 

2. If he had been an impostor, God would 
not have done it, and thereby enabled him to 
impose himself upon the world. 

3. God promised by the prophet, that he 
would send a Redeemer, that such a one should 
conquer death, hades, and the grave; and, as 
He could not lie, He therefore did do it ; hence, 
his resurrection is an indisputable fact. 

And now being raised from the dead, all he 
ever said is true. All the prophets wrote con- 
cerning him is true. And all that his apostles 
spake in his defense is also true; therefore, the 
Bible is a divine book. 

And now, reader, this much we offer you, to 
call your attention to this great Redeemer, and 
that, in such a way, as will leave no doubts 
upon your mind as to whom you trust; and 
now while we lay before you the claims of the 
Gospel through his body, the Church, we hope 

to have your special attention. Remember it 
is through him, and in him (his Church) that 
we must be saved, if saved at all. 


CHAPTER TI. 4 


JESUS PROMISES TO BUILD HIS CHURCH. 


« When Jesus came into the coasts of Cesarea Phil- 
ippi, he asked his disciples, saying, Whom do men say 
that I the Son of Man am? And they said, Some say that 
thou art John the Baptist; sorne Elias; and others, Jere- 
mias, or one of the prophets. He saith unto them, 
But whom say ye that I am? And Simon Peter an- 
swered and said, Thou art the Christ, the Son of the 
living God. And Jesus answered and said unto him, 
Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona; for flesh and blood 
hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father which 
is in heaven. And I say also unto thee, That thou 
art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And 
I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth 
shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt 
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Then charged 
He his disciples that they should tell no man that He 
was Jesus, the Christ.” —Matt. xvi: 13—20. 


In the foregoing scripture we have a state- 
ment from the Lord himself, that He would 
build His church, and that the gates of hades 


should not prevail against it. We then not 
only in this passage have the promise of a 
church, but also the terms of admission into it. 

As the title of our book indicates, we are to 
investigate “which is the true church.” In 
treating this important, though much darken- 
ed subject, no doubt many will set up the old 
cry, “uncharitableness,” exclusiveness, etc., 
but as the subject of the church is a matter of 
the clearest revelation, it can never be decided 
by man without the Christian’s guide—the rule, 
Men’s think-so’s have but little weight when 
compared with God’s eternal truth; and as 
there are so many conflicting opinions in ref. 
erence to the church, and so much obscurity 
and confusion, it will be hecessary for us to 
treat this subject with great care, so that we 
may make the true phase of it clear to all; and 
in so doing it will be necessary to refer occa- 
sionally to the notions of the opposite side. 

One party claims that they, and they only, 
have the true apostolic succession, and conse- 
quently they are the true church. 

A second arises, a very “charitable” man, 
and says it takes all these evangelical churches 
to make the true church, and that it makes 
but little difference which “branch” of the 
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church you join ; man can go to heaven 
i well as another. 
ssw a little more charitable still, es 
bordering a little closer on infidelity, says, “ It 
is not absolutely necessary for a man ta belong 
to any church ; that the church can’t save : 
man, and that you can go to heaven as we 
out of the church as in; yet the church is a 
good thing, as it aids in keeping a. immo- 
i nd keeping up society,” ete. 
pe itn es ies Roman Catholic makes el 
raid upon sectarian ranks ; claims that ree 
built His church upon Peter, and Peter dele- 
gated the power to the Pope, and the Pope 
transmits it to the priest, and by a little vain 
philosophy and antiquated reasoning, he ly 
once sweeps away protestantism entirely, an 
establishes Catholicism, with all its etl 
inations and corruptions, mingled with the 
blood of mangled Christians, and claims that 
c only church. 
phen “ sites an infidel of darkest color- 
ing, and delivers himself thus: Š I have at 
told you there was nothing in this thing calle 
religion; it is a burlesque on socicty, and va 
worthy the consideration of reasonable an 
i ner 
penn often think that it is no wonder 
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it is clear that a ae a 
meds aoa will observe that a Sa, Wa 
be ia more than four ~ eae Bible. 
a trying to prove his Bmore: i Ro fan 
No wonder infidelity ni a eih common 
; ile these theor a chin 
Fa p Bible. Two theories, ian T 
i i 
nite roilh cannot exist and both aan j We 
N izei may exist and = j7 in their re- 
will now introduce these system accordingly. 
ctive order and discuss them 
spe 


16 


CHAPTER III. 


WHEN DID HE BUILD HIS CHURCH ? 


“Tn blessing I will bless thee, 


will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, 
and as the sand which js upon t 


he sea shore; and thy 
seed shall possess the gate of his enemies: and in thy 
seed shall all the nations of the 


earth be blessed; be- 
cause thou hast obeyed my voice.” 


and in multiplying I 


Was the Chur 
days of Abraha 
offer the followi 


ch of Christ established in the 


m? To this we say “no,” and 
ng reasons : 


1. There is nothing said in the Bible about 
a church of any kind existing in Abraham’s 
day. 


2. The Church of Christ was built by 
himself, or under His supervision, and He did 
not make His advent into the world for more 
than two thousand years after Abraham died. 


This argument alone would make us slow to 
conclude that A 


braham had anything to do in 
building it. 
3. More than 


two thousand years after 
Abraham lived, Ch 


rist says, “I will build my 


— a 


17 


built, 
i i t say have 
wy tice, he did not saj) oe 
ae building, but = pan 4 mae ex- 
as, Neither does He say ye ‘oa a 
Arinia or rebuild, but “ wi 
tend, ? 
uy a great 
pens uite true that Abraham on satel 
and ae man, perhaps “aa laa sob alts 
whol om Adam to Christ, ate 
ne eee fidelity by offering pna eS a 
i a 
pe he received the ES a 
F P his seed should all the fa os 
= h be blest. But we must ee pane 
ies : ot prop tea tit rae anna ene one 
pa es Net unto seeds as of many, Du 
says, Bats 
which is Christ. vee Bhi nontoni ik 
j xt in orde ae 
Beene Did John ppl en as 
é = the Church of Christ, or Ni a prosdad 
Taa ? Again we answer “no, a 
iis di f 
P ii acai Baptist, the Saviour, pad ot 
are son by divine authority unl rime 
w There is not one word said in ni 
` n A, 
ite about a Baptist Church ae ns 
much less a “ Regular,” “ Irregular, 
pies aS teat id, “I am not that 
3. John himself sala, 
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light, but came to bear witness of that light. I 
must decrease, but He must increas 
4. If the church were 
administration, and nothing added to it since 
that day, it would avail us nothing; for his 
commission only reached Jews, and the re- 
strictions were that he should not go into the 
way of the Gentiles, which certainly would in- 
clude us, and unless the church were enlarged 
or revised, we never could enter it. 
5. Jesus said, “ Among those who are born 
of women, there hath not arisen a greater than 
John the Baptist, yet, the least in the kingdom 
is greater than he.” Can we believe that a 
man who is less than the least in the church 
of Christ organized it? 


6. The Saviour sa ys, after John is dead, “I 
will build my church” This settles the mat- 


ter so far as the time of John the Baptist is 
concerned. 


There is considerable 
ing the position taken t 
built in the person 
Wonder that the w 
point, for there is 
was done, but posi 
and as we have go 
the subject, it will 


e” 
built under John's 


of obscurity respoct- 
hat the church was 
al ministry of Christ. No 
orld seems befogged at this 
simply no evidence that it 
tive proof th 
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only 
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plain to offer upon 
be necessary for us to 
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one of His prime ministers, and the foreman 
at that, denying his Lord; and ‘immediately 
after His resurrection another declaring that 
he docs not believe in His resurrection, and 
will not until he thrust his hand into the Re- 
deemer’s side, although He had repeatedly told 
them that He should rise again the third day. 
This looks like they were rather a stupid class 


of adherents ; especially when we remember 
that He had chosen them, and th 
to speak as the Holy 
ance. 


at they were 

Spirit gave them utter- 

Reader, would you like to belong to a 

church whose leading members, or rather 
prime ministers, would deny the Lord, and 
would curse and swear about it? 

5. In the 16th of Matthew we find Him in 
conversation with His disciples, at which time 
they had just finished their first commission — 
that to the Jews, and at the close of their con- 
versation He charges them thus: « Sce that ye 
tell no man that I am the Christ.” These 
were the very men who were to preach the 
gospel in all the world, and yet under the 
special charge to tell no man that Jesus was 
the Christ. Please take the following illustra- 
tion: Suppose a man in your 
cluded to run for Congres 
employs me to go forth a 


community con- 
s, and he accordingly 
nd « stump ” for him 
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j y giving me 
through the campaign, and ine es or" 
full direction as to my territory, D wee a 

y I must speak, and what tene EN 
eoa ust advocate, he tells me he has ii 
a w give, and that is for Janes 
m: ip at tell ihe people who to vote for n P 
ou a think my labors would ade WPN 
jaers and what would you awe oe pi 
didate who would pursue such 
pr . Paul told the Ephesians they werent 
upon the “ foundation of papra Aa oa 
ets, Jesus Christ himself being eii A 
ner-stone.” He also says in his s a ta 
Hebrews, that a “ postament i gh gt 
while the testator liveth,” there or ap 
die in order to make the eroga is 
apostles and prophets valid. T pe a pas 
the church could not have been in a 
the death of Christ, unless built w 
ation. r ‘ : 
en has now been said to pema es 
most obtuse mind, that this nn ats 
rect. Whatever may have been Go 8 k k 
sations and dealings with tho childrens gees 
they were all dealt out through 80 g 
different from the Church of Christ aoe 
The next proposition for discussion 
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rist Sully set up and permanently 
rst pentecost after the 


resurrec- 
We answer « 


it was,” and pro- 
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could be given in His name. Of course, then, 
it could not begin before, nor after, but then. 

5. Dan. 2: 44. It is said, “In the days of 
these kings shall the God of heaven set up & 
kingdom which shall never be destroyed, but 
shall break in pieces and consume all other 
kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.” 

e case shows that predic- 
tion to have been fu 


lfilled at that time. In the 
third of Matthew ty. 


e find John proclaiming 
the kingdom of heaven at hand. In 


The history of th 


til they sce the S 
kingdom.” After 
conquered the hosts of darkness, He was 
onated King; and in con 
He makes a procl 


He arose from the dead, and 


cor- 


am 
whole world is His t 


erritory, and those who 
accept His conditions are His subjects 
every element of His 


day the disciples talk 
of the church existing, their being in it, add- 
ing people to it, ete. 
6. In the sixteenth of Matthew Jesus says, 
“I will build my church, an 


d the gates of hades 


q x 
kingdom put forth on ~ 
that day. After that 
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AT « Jt mus = Peter at the À 
ae this date, it “ the begin- 
at's bates: pack and calls it 
/Ornelius, 3 
, i in 
ning. ill think we are do g 
No doubt some wit © -orthies, by this 
eat injustice to the ancient ee AEN all be- 
er l say we aes 
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ore the ac k 


remark, we exclude no one, but receive all 
whom God received. There were thousands 
who lived before this, who were just as pious 
as any who lived at that time, or have lived 
since; but what has that to do with the pro- 
position? Abraham, the prophets, and John 
the Immerser, all were engaged in proclaim- 
ing the gospel, but how did they preach? To 
Abraham it was preached in promise; John 
preached and practised it in figure; but the 


apostles preached it in fact, after the facts oc- 
curred, but not before. 


We have now said enough to convince all 
who are willing to abide the written testimony 
upon this point. And we have been thus par- 
ticular, not that we wish to appear conten- 


tious, nor for the love which we have for con- 
troversy, nor yet that we have any “ pet the- 
ory” of our own to erect and defend, but 
wholly that the truth may appear in contrast 
with error, to every inquiring mind. 

All our labors here will soon have ended, 
and we will have gone from labor to reward. 
By our words we shall be justified, and by our 
words we shall be condemned. “To the law 
and testimony, if they speak not according to 


this word, it is because there is no light in 
them,” 
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CHAPTER IV. 
THE MANNER OF Wonrsui?. 


“Then they who gladly received his word were 
baptized; and the same day there were added unto 
them about three theusand souls, And they continued 
steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine, and fellowship, 


and in breaking of bread, and in pra 


yers.” —Acts il: 
41, 42. 


In this Scripture it is said that they “ con 


tinued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine, and) 


fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in 
prayers.” What a happy thing it would hare 
been for the Church, if all men had continued 


thus, until the present, instead of fo 
sects, making new | 


them, and offering 
into their churches, 


rming new 

aws and creeds to govern 
new terms of admission 
It would not only have 

is world, but would i 
amount of time and 

asted in idle and use 

t would have proved 

o thousands who will 


e to meet a resurrect: 


been a source of life in th 
have saved an immense 
talent, which has been w 
less debate, and no doub 
savor of life eternal, unt 
only arise from the gray 
tion of condemnation. 
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i te 
Tt will be our purpose in this fie apia 
their true worship as given by “a eee eh 
d how they observed it ee en Pasa 
ae some of the modern piesa e t 
atitutions which have been gules +A aJ 
and retained, in licu of the wors ja w 
If a man be traveling along a T sane 
narrow way leading from one So ya Ai 
he is safe and only safe, Mien in! à er 
if he get out into a thick jung a Lae 
without his guide, he is as apt s ee “ 
path as toward it. So with t mee “ni 
religion ever since the great apos 4i m 
have not only gone out into the ab a 
night darknesss, without the C zi -i 
passi but are still refusing to be pilo ater h 
the meshes of sectarian bigotry wi * 
blindness, although often urged to ead 
In primitive times men cn dacs 
by believing and obeying the ru -a ael 
faith originated in divine pee Sy "E 
testimony in fact. Where HN w Aa 
mony, there was no faith, and where poe 
no faith, there was na obedience, an beni 
there was no obedience, no christianity En 
ed. Itis a notorious fact, and one, oil oe 
certainly is fraught with a great dea Lapa 
est, to a man out of Christ, that by ¢ 
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a living faith in Jesus, and obedience to his 
law, in every instance he became a Christian, 
No man who came to the a 
with 


ppointment of God, 
a true and honest heart, and submitted 


himself to the teachings of the apostles, ever 
went away sorrowing. This alone should con- 
vince every thinking man, that something is 
wrong now. In many instances now, men 


come to the preacher, believe 
all he comm 


all he says, as 
ands, throw themselves upon the 


mercy of God; then 80 away weeping and 
sorrowing, in which condition they remain for 


. . t 
weeks, and in some instances years. If a man 
will but take time to reac 


l the book of Acts | 
carefully through, with the view to learn how 
men and women, not babies, became converted, 
and then remember that We are in the same 
dispensation with them,that what was preached 
then is to be preached now, what was believed 
then must be believed now, and what was 
obeyed then, must be obeyed now, there will 
be no difficulty in his w 


ay. 
How different the terms of many churches ~ 
now? Some require “faith alone.” OWS 


faith and prayer, faith and experience, or & 
dream! Some six months’ probation, at the 
close of which, they are forced to take a dose 
of strong drink composed of twenty-five ii 
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em- 
i -ou ean become a men 
redie after which you , one: 
ail church.” In coming oS pa 
the apostles’ day,they were mira: of their 
li on the Lord Jesus Christ, rep So 
jeze and be baptized in ia mane ug 
Chris ission of their sins. 
rist for the remission mall 
= a tized into his death, they GENN aa 
a est his blood and were ma e v 
in: then they arose to walk in a ee 
Sin one entered the Church au ni 
ce n i “i 
en divine process, and all who did ie ined 
fo given, it clearly follows that pelts 
E ia the same to-day. 
> iven must do jax 
z S now shown the terms of a 2 = 
into the Church, wo will next spea 
order of their worship. 


4 WORSHIP ? 
AT WHAT TIME DID THEY MEET FOR 


ney 
The sacred history infoums Pea that ins 4 
met together on the first day 0 weed 
Under the old covenant they met a viitas aA 
bath or seventh day, but Christ ta o N 
law out of the way, it is no longer ee 
but a new one is now in its stead. 4 ll 
the first time in the history of oes 
two holy days come together. eel 
glory lay in the grave the last Jewis: 
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and under that great arrangement, it also died. 


The Lord then arose on the first day, and called 
it His day. In speaking of the Lord’s day 
now, some still say the Sabbath, which is doing 
Him great injustice, which is wrong. 

Several times after His resurrection He met 
with them on this day, and subsequently on 
that day the disciples came together to break 
bread. From that time until the present day, 
it has been the custom of Christians to assem- 
ble. This is our authority for 
this day. 

If, therefore, the resurrection of Christ, His 
assembling with them, the descent of the Holy 
Spirit, and conduct of the apostles, were suf- 
ficient authority for the observance of this day 
by the primitive church, it should be sufficient 
authority for us now, especially since we find 
not one word about their meeting upon any 
other day to break bread. 


still observing 


FOR WHAT PURPOSE DID THEY ASSEMBLE ? 


The Scriptures say, “ they 
fastly in the apostles’ teachin 
and in breaking of bread, 

Now it is not only neces 
ship God in spirit, but als 


continued stead- 
& and fellowship 
and in prayers.” 

sary for us to wor- 
o in truth; and if we 
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would know the truth, we must SORA, ie 
word of truth. That te mei nk oe ae 
our worship, we must learn t ha cael 
apostles; for one congregation surely Maa 
: ne set of rules, and another som 

i te es great diversity of peste RAL 
now, some are wrong, and in Car that we 

‘i tus consult the divine rule. 
i BRA Ae of the apostles ’ comes il 
in the catalogue. So we will speak RE ie i 
The teaching of the apostles was a ma et 
great importance both to the PRAET p i 
auditor. The apostles were directe ý tie 
Spirit, immediately from Heaven ; TA etn 
being heard by the multitudes, they list 

ith great emotion. 
i The is no substitution in the vane: ee 
apostolic teaching which will answer t e 
pose now. It is the teaching of the ape sp 
to which we must listen, and to their s0 i ; 
instructions we must give heed. It ti 
true, as powerful, and as important as ʻi i 
was. It can not be amended or change a l 
can neither be enlarged nor diminished. fn 
“living and powerful, sharper IAF TA 
edged sword.” It is the “ power of 10 at, 
salvation to all who believe it.’ It is “a j 
to save our souls.” How cold and lifeless are 
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the creeds and confessions of men, when com- 
pared with thisliving word. Butas they have 
no lifein them, we can’t expect them to impart 
it. We now frequently hear men, on Lord’s 
day, read to their audience a discourse from 
some old, dry, foggy, theological sermon book; 
or hear him read a manuscript of his own pro- 
duction. I have often thought if I were not 
uble to get up and deliver a discourse extem- 
poraneously, but was compelled to read a 
speech, that I would read the divine law; be- 
lieving it to be much superior to anything I 
could produce. When we assemble on the 
Lord's day, and the Weakest member in the 
body of Christ, arises and reads the Holy 
Scriptures, it is just as loud preaching as can 
be done. Weshould also remember the danger 
of an exaggeration from what is already given 
us. In the last chapter of the New Testament 
we have a solemn warning against adding or 
diminishing. If we add to it, God shall add 
the plagues which are written, and if we take 
away from the words, “God will take away 
Our part out of the book of life, and out of the 
holy city, and from the things which are writ- 
ten in this book.” We only have to re-preach 


what was once preached, and we are safe, and 
only safe when so doing. 
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Then, when we come togeier Ria pate 
day of the week, let us contend e pina? pane? 
the faith once delivered to the sain eae 
tinue steadfastly in the “ apostles 
The next in order is the 


FELLOWSHIP. 


i ' age. 
This is something in which all gro mente 4 
While there seems to be a diversi a RR 
as to what constitutes the Kije piP ata 
connection, it may not be oul ahes yet we see 
it properly means the contribu i ' h AAEN 
no impropriety at all in extenc i ay dee 
hand of fellowship also. Ene 1 eee 
contribution, then all are under ieg E 
tion to give something. The i Pag 
they, which applies to those w Wu Haai 
Word, gladly received it, and ge ah tan 
and added to the Church, app iy e esie 
well. Were they pierced to the c E E 
in the apostles’ teaching ° iets aG 
tinued steadfastly in the eee re etek 
helping to defray the one aes of the 
by giving something into the tr NA Sid 
Lord. Ifall our brethren DE poe 
adhere to this part of the apostle 
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ject, and the preachers are cen par eat i 
for this failure. It is time the Tiya 

“free preaching” be exploded, they 
_ do ret whole duty. í Our exper ian <2 
that the congregations which give Be 3 a 
the most preaching, are the most liberal, 
most easily pay their amount. bes 
A. Church enterprise, like all abs ox pine 
run without money, and if we nee ae 
necessary amount, and the whee 3 4 bata 
car clog, and the cause falter, we W! Pome 
responsible for our share of the 1ga ty a 
in the great day. Men spend larg Wt ne 
bacco, useless apparel, ete., which is y aA 
thrown away. Can’t you give as muc oe ue 
the salvation of the world? Remom 
widow's mite. 
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there would not be so many weak churches, 
which are unable to support preaching. 
Suppose a congregation number one hundred 
members. They could easily pay fifteen cents, 
on an average, per week. There are a few, 
who might not be able to pay that much, but 
while that is the case, there arc many who 
could do thrice that much. This is putting 
the amount low, for as wealthy Congregations 
as Ours are generally. Thiswould make seven 
hundred and fifty dollars a year, in a church 
of 200 members, which would afford them 
preaching one-half the time, or twice a month 
at tho rate of $1,000.00 salary, and leave 
$250.00 for church purposes, mission money, 
Sunday Schools, ete., ete. If the fellowship 
were strictly carried into effect, which it ought 
to be, and must be, if we stand justified in the 


great day, there would be f 


ewer half sup- 
ported preachers, and the number of preach- 


ers would increase with the demand. I hope 
the day is not far distant, when our congrega- 
tions will fully appreciate their whole duty in 
this respect. If one thing be m 


THR BREAKING OF BREAD. 
There seems to be no unanimity among ue 
professed followers of Christ in the fr ie A 
of this duty. While one claims it is a A 
attend to it once every week, others A AN 
will do as well observed once & moe meee 
think quarterly, or four fishes a year Tka 
still, once a year. And while most pr yo 
attend to iton the Lord's day, somo thin 


ore neglected 
Thero are 


urch, who 
This is owing to the fact 


ot taught upon the sub- 


among us than any other, it is this, 


vast numbers who come into the Ch 
pay nothing at all. 


that the people are n 
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should be attended to only at night. Now, 
since it is urged that we ought to commune 
every Lord’s day, two objections are urged: 
1. That we can’t find in the Scriptures where 
they observed it every week; and 2. By the 
oft observance of it, it becomes too common, 
and accordingly loses its weight with its 
recipients. 

If the latter bo urged as an objection, why 
not say it is no use to pray so often, it will be- 
come too common, once a month will do as 
well. I suppose no real Christian would be 
willing to risk that course. As to the former 
we answer, it is expressly stated that the dis- 
ciples came together on the first day of the 
week to break bread. (Acts xx, 7.) Notice, it 
is not said they came together once a month to 


break bread, nor is it stated that it was “ 


quar- 
terly,’ 


"nor yet is it said that they came oncea 
year, nor yet, every first night; but on “the 
first day of the week,” henco every week. 
Then, “they continued steadfastly in the break- 
ing of bread.” Who did? Why, that same 
“they ” who gladly received the Word, were 
baptized, cte. Yes, it was not just the officers 
and a few old brethren and sisters who came 
together and attended to this institution, and — 
the rest Bone visiting, or off on business, but 
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the whole congregation was there. How dif- 
ferent now in some communities. From one- 
fourth to one-half of a congregation assemble 
every Lord’s day, and the rest gone pleasure 
seeking, scattered over the country, as sheep 
having no shepherd. You, brethren, who are 
appointed overseers of the flock, take heed, to 
feed them. Why, if one of our children be 
missing at breakfast, no eating will be done 
there, until the little wanderer shall have been 
found. So ought we to look after the tender 
lambs of the fold of Christ. It is common, it 
is natural, when our sheep get no feed at home, 
for them to wander off into other folds, hedges, 
and high-ways, in search of food. it our 
children assemble without us, no one to instruct 
and encourage, their faith will become weak, 
and they will sicken and die. I am satisfied 
that every misspent Lord's day after we come 
into the fold of Christ will have to beaccounted 
for. Let us, then, go to church every Lord's 
day, take our children, induce our neighbors 
to accompany us, and attend to this part of the 
worship of God. 
As to who are the recipients of these em- 
blems the apostle b.iefly informs us, “ Let each 
examine himself, and so let him cat.” Not go 
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all around and examine everybody else to see 
if they are worthy, but examine yourself. 
The old and oft. exploded theories of open 
and close communion, need only be named 
here to show their lack of authority. All 
partiesclaim that a Christian in good standing 
has a right to commune, and all say that a sin- 
ner has not. _ This is just how open and close 


the law makes it, and anything more lax or 
stringent is wrong. 


AND IN PRAYERS. 


Having gone through with their teaching, 
fellowship and communion, they were then 
ready to close the exercises with this happify- 
ing and devotional exercise. I need not tarry 
long here to show who engaged in this work. 
The same pronoun they still refers to this. 
“They continued steadfastly in prayers.” As 
some have concluded that the sisters have no 
right to pray in public, and seem to flounder 
over some of Paul’s teaching, 
necessary for us to look 
settle the trouble between 
rather, between Paul and 
sive brethren. 


1. It is reasonable for us 


it is, perhaps, 
after the case; and 
Peter and Paul, or 
some of our exclu- 


to conclude that 
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some of the three thousand who i S 
converted were women. Peter, in exp ean 
the miraculous gift of tongues, m oom a 
the charge of being drunken, says : ye em 
that which was spoken by the prophe =i 
And it shall come to pass in tho last days, 8a “i 
God, I will pour out of my n aiat 
flesh, and your sons and your daugh i r 
prophesy. And on my servant TX ia 
hand maidens I will pour out of my pirit 
they shall prophesy.” Now if this La eet 
were fulfilled, there were women among t i 
Well, they, the three thousand, continu 
adfastly in prayer. 
ee A ie man who dare rise up and say 
there were no women converted, or it there 
were, that they were forbidden to pray 4 oul 
2. Paul says, (1 Cor. x : 17,) “ For we e ag 
many are one bread and one bi for ~ ie 
ali partakers of that one bread.’ so T 
iii: 28, “There is neither Jew nor Gree at ys 
is neither bond nor free, there is neither ma Q 
nor female, for ye are all one in Christ "E 
From this we learn that their duties and privi- 
leges were the same. There were not s 
appointed to one thing, and some to an A 
but were all one, and had all things gar: 
3. Paul says, (1 Cor. xi :5) “ But every 
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woman that prayeth or prophesieth with her 
head uncovered, dishonorcth her head.” This 
informs us not only that women may pray, but 
tells us how they must pray. At the 17th 
verse he speaks of their coming together, hence 


it must have been in public. How important — 


then is this part of the worship, Ask then, if 
you wish to receive. Do you wish to hold sweet 
converse with our Saviour? Then read his 
Word and he talks to you; then bow before 
him in humble prayer, and you may talk to 
him, and out of his unwasting fullness, all your 
real wants will be supplied. Alas! how many 
persons who make a profession of religion, 

never attempt to pray! No wonder that men 

die when they have nothing to eat. Such then 

was the order of worship in the primitive 

Church, and such it ought to be now, as the 

primitive Church was designed as a model. 


CHAPTER V. 
THE CHURCH PERFECTED. 


“Husbands, love your wives, even ‘as Christ Saas ere 
the church, and gave himself for it; That he yyh 
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of ay y r 
word, That he might presont it to himself a glorio s 
church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or away” 
thing; but that it should be holy and without ble 
ish.’—Ephesians v: 25--27. 


In this connection we have the church per- 
fected. She had then become “ the bride, the 
Lamb's wife.” She bad her full corps of offi- 
cers, some of whom were peculiar to, and to con- 
tinue through the apostolic age. Some were to 
continue until the close of time. Of the for- 
mer were the apostles and prophets. These 
were used as agents in carrying out the truo 
mission of the Holy Spirit in planting the 
cause of Christ substantially in the world, and 
also bringing the volume of the New Testa- 
ment into existence, for a divine rule with 
which to govern that body. 
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At the death of the last one of these inspired 
men, miracles ceased. Since that time men 
have walked no more by sight, but stand by 
faith. Not a man since that day has ever 
wrought a miracle, or ever will again, nor is 
it necessary that they should. We now have 
the church, with all its divine machi nery, the 
mission of which is to convert the w 
the holy Scriptures to govern, guide, and di- 
rect, which is the Word of the Lord, and will 
endure forever, and thoroughly furnish us un- 
to all good works. 

Of the latter were evangelists, ministers, 
teachers, bishops, and deacous. 
were men whose duty it was to « 
Word,” organizo 


orld ; and 


Evangelists 
preach the 


congregations, “ ordain 
elders in every church,” and “ set in order the 


things which were wanting.” Pastors and 
teachers were to minister to the church as 
preachers. Bishops were to look also to the 
interests of the flock spiritually. Acts xx: 28, 
and 1 Peter v: 2. From the sixth of Acts we 
learn that seven men were chosen deacons, 
whose business should be to look after the 
widows, the poor, ete, This class also find it 
their duty to look to the finances, wait upon 


the church, visit the sick, and keep things in 
order generally. The qu 


1alification of bishops 
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3 l by referring to 
n Ses rae eg AST band of 
= MN working harmoniously together: 
Se ener body of brethren and meen 
ne ‘sane together,” gists eat , 
holy temple in the Lord, we im a te a 
body, « without spot or blemish, 
ah all this there was one Se, Atl 
giia they were dependent in ain e 
cess, viz: “ To keep the RE pong et 
were delivered unto them, an AA- A 
heart and of one soul, being cabs Fo 
together in the same mind S cated 
judgment,” pert ar nae ee fs sad 
‘si among them.” 4 2 pe 
wan nigh pete’ in Jesus, as and the 
of God and the Saviour of the T a rtk 
So absolutely necessary was eee A if 
the apostle has given us all a anes 
this perfect body in detail. wilh 6 3 
of Ephesians he says: i a ai Ly 
the unity of the, spirit in the 0 adie 
There is ont body and one spirit, ms ae 
are called in one hope of y our ae oo me 
Lord, one faith, and one baptism, ai int 
Father of all, who is above all, an | gine 
all, and in you all.” How concise 
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plete. In naming each element separately and 
saying there is one, it is equivalent to saying 
there is but one. Therefore, there was one body, 
the church, and there was but one church. There 
was also one Spirit, and but one Spirit. One 


baptism, and but one. Neither was it one 


sprinkle, or one pour, or one baptismal touch, nor © 
yet was it three baptisms, three burials, nor 
three dips, but literally one immersion. 

In this great family they continued for near 
three hundred years, and in their universal 
sway they took the world as they went. With 
no creed but the divine one, acknowledging 


no authority but that of King Jesus, adminis- 
tering the one immersion, and that to penitent 
believers, inspired with the one spirit, com- 
forted by the one hope, and adding to the one 
church, they pressed their way from city to 
city, and in thirty-one years an apostle could 
say, “ Their sound had gone into all the carth 
and their words to the end of the world.” 
What a world of strife would have been 
saved if the church had thus continued, butit 
has divided, and sub-divided, and fractured, 
until hundreds of organizations have sprung 
up, all either claiming to be the chureh, or å 
branch of the church. Sce the trouble upon 
the baptismal subject alone. One party per 


À re ‘ £ t wa to er for m this an an 
’ 
} y p Ì 
t here 18 a n h 
only W ay , 
Jesus 3i manc d J o be done. 
comma je t t ; 


AT 


inkles 
forms it by sprinkling only; another soil et 
and pours; others sprinkle, pour, imm 


i hat 
others still immerse three times. Th 


4 3 a rat 
ig as certain as it 18 hae 
“ ees t 
can now tell what that right ey oe a 
one thing is certain, we ae pee have 
nanees as they were delivered, we Lig Reape 
had the right way now; but as Recs 
promise that the Word of the v5 cinch DAN 
forever, and that words ihe he aian that 
unto us, we must decide it by pr I t 
alone. This being true, one of t a, 
things that ever oceurred to ‘ibid pean 
that nine-tenths of all those who z ai A 
« orthodox,” and. will repudiate Eem = e 
and claim that they believe the Bi er ae 
ruse to have the Bible properly gm ey ey 
our own language. Jb scema all Kori isms, 
would almost as BOON die,as give up oe a 
and human institutions. The reason eaten 
pose a true verson into our own tone of their 
know it would prove fatal to om a 
modern improvements, and yett in # rage 
is the only way we can ever eager oP rons 
the church out of Babylon. Abou aan 
est inconsistency of all, is that of our Dap 
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brethren, in still maintaining they 


are Baptists. 
They have w 


f 
ith us fought the world nobly br 
a new translation, that we get the ba 


controversy set aside, and perform th 
the Lord commanded. 
translated right, and they know it, they will fall 
back upon a dead name, and that too of an or- 
dinance, and persist in w 
name, instead of calling it the Church of 


Christ, and giving Him the honor due Him. 
There are, however 


ptismal 
at which ` 
Now since we have it 


earing it asa church 


, inconsistencies among 
all Protestants, in taking other names, making 


other creeds, ete., all of which are the work of 
man, and must perish with the using. But 
Some one is ready to say he believes in apos- 
tolic succession, and can trace their church 
back to the days of the apostles, and therefore 
we believe we are the true church. Now I 
suppose nearly all the modern sects claim the ~ 
same, and of course not only claim that they a 
are right, but condemn all the rest. Would it 
not be amusing to hear seven kinds of Bap- 
tists, as many kinds of Methodists, as many 


kinds of Presbyterians, together with sectari- 
anism at large, 


ul claiming to be the church? 
Then, after all thejr pretensions upon the 
ground of apos uccession, trace them i 
back a few hund 1 


ars, and they are all lost 


= 


tolic g 
red ye 
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in the fogs and darkness of paganism, and 
seats td eee tee believe in the it 
a i eave We answer, upon side 
tity of el do, but upon the oo sare 
Nils ain ly ‘doubt! As it ea eer 
alt f pe Saviour, “ The gec š We do 
Salen wee against the church. Hn 
not unterstan the Saviaro me OS 
po paijan aari «That al- 
intended to teach s e anii 
iugi? body go to the whe pea all in 
ne to hades; and although you jhatgiibedlof 
Fi se of time follow me, yet the g mhi 
He od world shall not epg i ; 
aati se = Haynes one? of hades 
e crucified before it is done, ' A mortan 
Si not prevail over my pi sn ina si 
prendre a “i pe of the unseen 
ise again. DO £ 
ad $ nokgievaii over my Ln It 
shall stand glorified on the ge 3 roasted 
Upon tiie dit at Il set up 3 
44 aig <TD ORE te purse put 
Mihddóth which shall’never z ay eat 
it shall stand forever.” Ont = ea Sth 
cost there was a king jini í morals 
that same king enthroned to-day. | 
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ation of Hig 
dom. We 


there a 
Proclam 
law with which to 


have the same law 


718 a matter 


Salish, nor do we think 
Portance to ug ac ; 
=) 


claim 


utterly repudiated 
&ive line upon 
of history 
twelve hun 


20 
Yet so dark wa the font from Pure motive 
A ight em 
Vere the adhe ents, th va and so Superstitious 
. ? 


housands burned 
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at the stake; many thrown from a precipice 
upon the iron rack ; some roasted in a caldron; 
thousands shot and starved; all of which oc- 
curred in the name of religion, a great portion 
through which men have to travel in order to 
make valid their claims of an unbroken 
chain. 

You will remember that the church is called 
the “ Brido, the Lamb’s wife.” John saw the 
woman flee into the wilderness, where she 
stayed 1,260 days. One dayin prophecy an- 
swers to one year—hence 1,260 years. From 
thence she came out more beautiful and pow- 
erful than before. No doubt there were some 
Christians during that long, dark tunnel, but 
not in an organized state, for they could not 
exist that way on account of their adversaries. 
But now look back and count 1,260 years from 
the time the church gave way, and Pagan 
Rome became Papal Rome, and it will bring 
you up to where the great Reformers unchain- 
ed the Bible and gave it back into the hands 
of the common people. How fitly does this 
figure apply. Sec how grand the truth is tri- 
umphing over error. Dook how Catholicism 
is crumbling to the ground, and the ery of tho 
man of sin heard from every quarter of the 
globe, that his glory is departing. This, no 
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each, then take your rule and measure the 
length, the breadth, and the height of each. 
Then take a photograph of the conductor. 
He would then tell you that in so many days, 
hours, and minutes he would roll that train 
into New York City. You would then imme- 
diately dispatch your calculations of meas- 
urement, descriptions, and marks of identity, 
and your photograph, to your brother. At the 
appointed moment up would come the train. 
How long would it take him to find the train? 
Should there be a score of trains arriving at 
the same time, he could tell in the twinkling 
of an eye which train was the right one. So 
with the church. No man need travel through 
the dark tunnel of 1,800 years to ascertain 
which is the true church. When the Lord 
built it He gave us its full dimensions and 
descriptions. He said these rules and marks 
of identity should endure forever. We have 
the same measuring reed to-day, uncorrupted. 
This little descriptive roll tells us that when it 
was built its name was “The Church of 
Christ.” It was composed of men and women 
who were all believers in Christ. All in it 
knew Him, from the least unto the greatest of 
them. Engraven in letters of gold were also 
the following marks: One Spirit, one Body, 
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one Hope, one Lord, one Faith, one Baptis 
and one God and Father of all. i 

Reader can you find a church or body! 
people which answers to these description: 
If you can, that must be the CHuRcH 
CHRIST. 


CHAPTER VI. 


DO ALL THE DIFFERENT DENOMINATIONS MAKE 
THE TRUE CHURCH ? 


“Now I beseech you, brethren, mark them which 
Cause divisions and offences contrary to the doctrine 
which ye have learned; and avoid them. For they 
that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but 
their own belly; and by good words and fair speeches 
deceive the hearts of the simple.” —Rom. xvi: 17, 18. 


l By this time some are beginning to see that 
if this be the Church identity, that many 
of them do not fill the bill. They will not 
answer the description given in the New 
Testament, and hero sets in the ery of exclu- 
Siveness ; that the man who argues thus is too 
uncharitable, that he unchristianizes every one 
except that one Church ; yet he says this is the 
most accurate way of coming at the truth. 
Now it might be possible if that man has 
One talent, and if he has less than one, he is 
not accountable, that he can be shown that we 
ave nothing to do in excluding any body, or 
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their Church. We are not hunting for diffe 
culties and obscurities, but for the truth, some- 
thing tangible and plain. If we were to go 
out and to look for churches which would not 
fill the divine rule, no doubt we could find 
many; but suppose we did, and would show 
beyond the possibility of a doubt, that the 


church to which you bel 


ong is not the true 
Church ; 


yet had we nothing better to offer 
you, what would it profit? We then 
anxious to find what is wrong 
what is right. 
show 


are not s0 
„as we arc to find 
Our business in this book is, t0 
if possible which is the true Church, but 
if, in our investigation, you should happen to 
discover that you are wrong. you should not 
blame us. A lthough it may appear a little 
“uncharitable ” to confine this great multitude 
in one grand brotherhood, under one name 


ete., yet, you will see that the uncharitablenes4 


is all on one side, and that on the side of dis- 
sension. 


Certainly there is charity in the 
Church of Christ, and if 
turn to the 13th of Ist Cor. and read whit 
charity Proposes to do for us. Phere is then 
not only charity in the Church of Christ, but 
it is the leading element in it; even transcend 


None need talk about out 


faith and hope. 


you think not just ý 
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being uncharitable, if they know what charity 
means. . 

But as some are becoming impatient through 
anxiety to know who and how many are to be 
received in this grand army, and are vidal 
to put in their claims, perhaps we had as we 


‘hear them now as any time. 


One claims that it takes all the true ‘‘ortho- 
dox” churches to make the true Church ; that 
they are all “branches” of the true Church, 
and when taken all together they make up that 
one Church. Now that thero is such a thing 
taught in tho New Testament as the vine and 
its branches is clear, but that these modern 
churches are these branches, is not so clear. 

As the Saviour was teaching in a land which 
abounded with vineyards,he chose the vine and 
its branches to figuratively represent himself 
and followers; but that the want nfs. Riess 
may appear in applying this to these differen 
churches, we offer the following : it 

Suppose a friend invite you out He Aes cat 
Vineyard, and he take you to a vine, whose p 
limb was grape, second cherry, then, a cin i 
apple, a plum, a peach, a pear, a ppum nA 
Svurd, then a big pumpkin on the end o 
vine. 


Would you not conclude this was a wonder- 
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ful freak in Nature? Yes you would, but no 
less singular than these professed branches of 
the Church. There were branches in the vine, 
but they were all of the vine, and were all to 
bear the same kind of fruit. And Jesus ex- 
pressed himself farther, that if “they abide 
not in the vine, they should be cast forth asa 
branch, and become withered.” The Saviour 
intended to teach us that he was the living 
vine, and that every individual disciple was å 
branch. 

But for the sake of argument, we will admit 
that all the “orthodox” denominations com- 
bined make the true Church, and then ask you 
to look at the troubles which rush in upon uê. 

1. Christ says, I will build my Church, in 
the singular number, and it is certain that he 
built but one. These different parties do not 
claim, that they arc the same, nor do they 
claim that they all belong to the samo Church, 
but upon being asked as to what church they 
belong, will answer, to different churches. fi 

2. Paul says that of Jews and Gentiles, he | 
had made one new man (Church), so making 
peace. The different sects make no effort to 
unite their members in one body, but on the 
contrary, strive to keep them separate, nor do 
they boast of the great peace which prevails, 
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epecially when a certain class of preachers 
come in upon them and commence preaching 
Jesus. 

3. In that one new Church, they were to be 
perfectly joined together in the same mind, and 
in the same judgment, and were to all speak 
the same things, and that there should be no 
divisions among them. I know of nothing in 
this which they can apply, unless it be, speak 
the same things, i. ¢, each sect ridicule and 
speak evil of all the rest. 

4. The Church of Christ could not exist 
without all parts being “fitly framed ” together, 
and any one ean sec that these parties are not 
fitly framed together. They would come about 
as near as would the following: Suppose a 
man conclude to build a large barn, and em- 
ploy a dozen men to get out materials for the 
building. He sends each man out separately, 
without knowing the length, breadth, or 
height, also without square or compass. Do 
you think they would erect a building fitly 
framed together? I venture to say that no 
two pieces of timber would be alike. 

5. As the Church could not exist, could not 
be erected without all its parts being repre- 
sented, it has been more than 1800 years in 
building, for some of these “ orthodox ” daugh- 
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ters have just lately been born ; and as “ ortho- 
doxy ” is rather an indefinite term, may there 
not yet be some unborn, which in due course 
of time will havo to be admitted into the build- 
ing. And another trouble growing out of this 
is, that cach of these different branches not only 
can exist without the aid of each other, but it 
seems to be the sole aim of each one to not only 
build up their own sect, but to tear down every 
other in order to accomplish it. 

6. In the Church which our Saviour built 
there “was one body and one Spirit, one Lord: 
one faith, one baptism, and one God and 
Father.” Can any sane mind reconcile these f 
conflicting faiths, bodies, creeds, baptisms, and 
names with the unity of the faith described in 
the Gospel ? 

7. If it take all these different sects to com 
stitute the true Church, how dare we repudiate 
each other's modern inventions, such as 8 
months’ probation, infant baptism, mourners 
bench machinery, sponsors, polygamy, spirit. i 
ism, etc., etc. No, we dare not object to it, but) 
on the other hand, we are bound to indorse it 
receive it, and advocate it, or incur the divine 
displeasure of God upon us forthus detracting 
from the worship of God. 


8. And what is still worse, we must, Up? 
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the ground of orthodoxy, still continue to re- 
ceive all “ new departures,” for if the Church 
have been 1800 years in building, may we not 
reasonably infer that the Church is not yet 
fully represented. 

9. In the primitive Church there was great 
joy and gladness, when a soul was born into 
the kingdom, but when a new-born daughter 
(Church) is now to be brought into the family 
there is a general row and confusion among 
the older ones, nor do they cease to deride and 
abuse their sister until she becomes oldenough 
to take care of herself, and were it in their 
power, they would prevent her being born. 

10. When the Church was built, then it was 
in its glory and pristine purity. Then our 
blessed Redeemer claimed her for His bride. 
She was lawfully married to Him and there- 
fore took His name. Mowwouldit sound now 
for us to say the Mothodist wife of Christ, the 
Baptist or Quaker wife of Christ? 

Is it wrong for a man to become ^ polyga- 
mist? Would he not be called an adulterer ? 
Would he not be excluded from all Christian 
and refined society? Then if you call all 
these sects Churches of Christ, what are you 
making of Him. My ‘pen almest falters to 
Write it. 
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But that the difficulties may the more vividly 
appear, we will illustrate by the following: 

Suppose the twelve apostles would return to 
earth to-day, to aid usin the good begun work.) 
Of course we could not for a moment expect 
them to remain out of Church ; no, it would be 
right for them all to be in society, each one 
should belong to some Church. Well, as these 
Churches are all orthodox, therefore, all right 
it would make no difference which Church they 
would join. This would afford them great 
room to satisfy their conscience, (not their New 
Testaments.) Having such great privileges 


afforded them, it is the most natural thing it f 


the world for them to each join a different 
branch, for at least two reasons: Ist “they 
can’t all see alike” you know, and 2nd, they 
must keep all the worship along, which they 
could not do if they all belonged to onè 
church, hence their reasons for dividing. 

Well, as Peter, when here, was a good re 
vivalist, and gota great many into the church, 
he would join the Methodists. When Pai 
was here he wrote a great deal on predestin® 
tion and foreknowledge of God, he would join 
the Presbyterians. 

John said-a man who was born of Gol 
could not commit sin while his seed remained 
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in him, therefore, once in grace, always in 
grace; he would join the regular Baptists. 
James said, when here: “If any fall sick, 
let him call for the Elders of the Church, and 
let them anoint him with oil in the name of 
the Lord, and pray over him, and the prayer 
of faith should heal him, and the Lord should 
raise him up, and if he had committed sins, 
they should be forgiven him.” He could find 
a home among the Mormons, and so on 
around until they found “a church” of their 
choice. Next Lord’s day they conclude to 
commence the work with one grand union 
mecting, and of course all must preach. 
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CHAPTER VII. 
THE GREAT UNION MEETING. 


u Now I beseech you, brethren, by the nume of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same vhing; 
and that there be no divisions among you; but thatye 
be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in 
the same judgment.”—1 Cer, i: 10.3 


: 
Pursuant to their appointment, Peter arises, 
“standing up with the eleven,” and says I feel 
like we would have a great meeting to-day J 
also feel the importance of addressing you on 
the subject of infant salvation. I urge up% 
you the necessity of dedicating your children 
to God in the solemn rite of baptism. Butto 
you who are not members by virtue of this 
rite, come forward and give us your hand and 
name for six months, and we will take you on 
trial. Or if you choose, come to the mourners 
bench, and be prayed for; you may get reli- 
gion right now ; come on, we'll take you, most 
any way. I believe the Methodists will take 
the world yet, hallelujah ! hallelujah !!. 
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Brother Paul arises and reads his speech 
from manuscript, and gives us one of his 
deep, muddy discourses on the predestination 
and foreknowledge of God. He also speaks 
of the numbers saved and lost being so defi- 
nite that it can neither be increased or dimin- 
ished. He says the officers of our church 
have the power to retain and remit sins. He 
exhorts them to come and join the Presbyterian 
Church, upon the conditions of the “ West- 
minster Confession.” We will baptize you by 
sprinkling, as that is the most convenient mode. 
He docs not like Peter's noise around the 
mourners’ bench, but winds up by saying, 
Let’s have order, brethren. 

Brother Baptist arises, considerably mud- 
dled. I feel called upon to clear up some of 
this stuff which has been preached, and can't 
go on with my “piece” until it is done. I 
have at least three objections to Brother Meth- 
odist. 1. He takes unconscious infants into 
the church, and that immediately. 23e 
takes adults in, but will not agree to receive 
them as full members for six months. 3. He 
takes all without giving a “Christian expe- 
rience.” I have two objections to Brother 
Paul. 1. He sprinkles for baptism. 2. He 
Makes the Westminster Confession a condi- 
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- As it regards Brother Mormon’s miracles, he 
certainly condemns himself; for he says if we 
in of mustard, we could 


all had faith as a grat 
work miracles. Now we all know he can’t 
work miracles, therefore he has no faith, and 


whatsoever is not of faith is sin, and we can’t 
fellowship sinners in the church. 
Bro. United Brethren. I find some things 
I can indorse, but verily much to condemn. I 
agree that water baptism is not essential, that 
the one baptism in the New Testament is 
Spirit baptism, but I cant quite see how it is 
that it takes the Holy Spirit baptism to initiate 
the adult, and we have to initiate the infant 


by water baptism. 


Another thing which bothers me is, Brother 


Quaker and I both claim the Holy Ghost bap- 

tism, and yet make no pretension to working 

miracles, and, as Brother Mormon argues, 
when we look into the New Testament we find 
the baptism of the Holy Spirit twice, and mir- 
acles attend it each time. There is evidently 
something wrong somewhere. 

Brother Tunker. Brethren, you all see the 
inconsistency between Brother Mormon and 
Brother Quaker, for they both claim the Holy 
Ghost baptism ; put while Brother Quaker 


claims the immediate power, he denies the 
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effect, that of working miracles, and we know 
miracles attended the baptism of the Holy 
Spirit in the apostles’ time. But Brother Mor- 
mon claims even the result or effect of it, but 
can’t carry it out—he fails to make the moun- 
tain move. Which of these shall we believe, or 
neither? But again: Why do you so vehe- 
mently demounce Brother Mormon for his 
pretense of working miracles, and say nothing 
in regard to Paul’s remitting and retaining 
sins? Certain if either of these be done it is 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. He 
then proceeds to show that the baptism of the 
Spirit is done away, and the one ‘baptism of 
which the Scripture speaks, is water baptism, 
and that is to be administered by three dips, 


and that only to a penitent believer, and not to 
children at all, 


Brother Episcopal. Tt really seems to me 


that things are in a bad shape and growing 
Worse, but it will not do to leave it in this 
way; so I will speak a few words, if possible, 
to set matters right. Tho quickest way to 
avoid controversy, and bring about a union, is 
to just adopt the ninth article in our creed ; it 

d by faith only; and we all 
refore drop this contro- 
about works, for there is ho end to it. 
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See the trouble on baptism alone. Some sprin- 
kle, some pour, some immerse, some immerse 
three times, and Brother Quaker will not have 
it at all. Let us then throw away all our 
works, and be saved by the “wholesome doc- 
trine,” “faith alone.” 

Brother Universalist. Our last brother 
struck rather a musical string, but I can’t see 
how he will carry out his doctrine with it. He 
proposes “ faith alone” as the only condition, 
and I should like to know how he will get 
his babies in on that track. If he had said 
“water alone,” that would have brought them, 
for they have a little of that, but no faith at all. 
But Brother Tunker says he will receive none 
but those who are dipped three times, for he 
says that baptism means dip. Now I would 
like to see him get away from this—one Lord, 
one faith, and one dip. gat 

I thought I had something to offer Pe 
would be a balm for every wound, the univer- 
sal, unconditional salvation of the whole 
human family; but six months ago I was hene 
and delivered a few lectures on my theory, 
and invited all who believed it to come up pa 
give me their hand, and subscribe means with 
which to build a house. On looking up my 
men and claims, I found that they had not 
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only given up the idea of building a house, 
but said there was no use of any church; that 
I had convinced them that all would go to 
heaven any way ; so I wish now to warn my 
Episcopal brother about faith. I am satisfied 
my brethren have too much faith now. IfI 
had not preached their eternal salvation s0 
strongly, they doubtless would have come into 
the church. Brethren, don’t get too much 
faith. I told them that coming into the chureh 
would free them from present sin and clear 
their conscience; to which they replied, if that 
were all, they could carry their sins, as they 
did not bother them very much, and as it re- 
gards conscience, they had about worried that 
creature to death. 

But the time has now come to close the 
meeting, and a hymn must be sung, and an in- 
Vitation given. Now we twelve will stand 
along here in a row, and according to what 
you have heard to-day, come and join the 
church of your choice. Now you all under- 


stand which church we belong to. Sing, 
brethren. 


The song is sung, and the congregation 
seated. Some get a few, some none. Some 
happy, some pleased, some soured. Brother 
Methodist gets a man, his wife and baby. The 


71 


man has been converted some time. He is 
taken in and is baptized. The woman has 
faith but not “religion;” sheis taken in on six 
months time. The baby has neither faith, 
“religion,” experience, nor conversion. It ho 
takes in by sprinkling, at once. 

Brother Presbyterian converts a woman and 
a little girl. The child he receives and sprin- 
kles, but defers the reception of the mother— 
tells her to come around next week and he 
will loan her a Westminster Confession, that 
she may learn their laws and rules. 

Brother Tunker takes all his in at once by 
faith and obedience, which is by dipping three 
times. 

Brother Mormon takes his converts aside to 
ascertain whether they are sound on the mira- 
cle question. They propose to see him operate 
first. He makes an effort and fails. The sick 
man did not arise, and his converts all “go 
back on him.” He loses his group whole- 
Bale. y ; 

Brother Episcopal proceeds now with his 
few on the “faith alone” principle. Do each 
of you believe that we are justified by a 
only? to which they all answer, yes. Well, 
although you have complied with my rules, 
yet T can’t take you in for aix months. They 
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stay the case, but give no security for their ap- 
pearance ; and at the end of their probation 
they have all turned back except one, and he 
has gone and joined the Baptists. 

Brother Baptist proceeds to receive his 
share of the sheep. He demands of them a 
“Christian experience.” They can’t exactly 
understand how a sinner can give a Christian 
experience. He asks if they have seen, or 
heard, or felt anything strange—had any 
strange dreams. Some have seen strange 
sights, some have not. Some have had some 
very ugly dreams, some have not. Finally, 
their investigation hangs upon a man who has 
had a very remarkable dream. Some think it 
sufficient, some doubt. At last they decide to 
refer his case for two or three days, that he 
may have tho advantage of dreaming again, 
that if possible he may dream a little more 
definite and satisfactory. 

But the time has now come to spread the 
emblems of the Lord’s Supper, and as Chris- 


tians must al] partake, they set about the 
work, 


Brother Baptist says 
vinced of the doctrine 
and unless you can all co 
tist Chureh, tell an exp 


I am now fully con- 
of close communion, 
me and join the Bap- 
erienee, and he hap- 
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tized, I can’t commune with you. I can never 
fellowship as motley a group as this. 

Brother Tunker argues that none but bap- 
tized believers can Scripturally commune, but 
how does Brother Baptist get along with this. 
He says that baptism is not essential to salva- 
tion ; that a man can be saved without it; and 
yet he makes it a test of membership, fellow- 
ship, and communion. By his saying a man 
can get to heaven without baptism, yet he will 
not take him into his church without it, 
nor commune with him, clearly proves to my 
mind two things: 1. That the Baptist Church 
is superior to heaven ; and, 2. That the ai 
tion proposed by the Lord to the children 0 
men, is not in the Baptist Church, for by his 
own showing a man can get it without going 
into it. I believe that baptism is essential to 
remission of sins, and that being so, I can’t 
commune with unbaptized persons, for fear of 
eating with sinners. Now if you will ore 
forward and let me dip you thrice, then puto 
your communion until night, I will engagean 
this solemn exercise with you, otherwise not. 

Brother Methodist. I am in favor of open 
communion. The Scriptures say, let each ex- 
amine himself, and so let him eat, not P 
examine every body else. I beliove all Chris- 


m 
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tians have a right to the Lord’s table. I don't 
like to see such Zittleness of soul as is manifested 
here. Ican commune with you all. 

Brother Mormon. I don’t believe either in 
open or close communion, for the Bible says 
not one word about either. The Bible says 
the disciples came together to break bread, 
and as sinners were not to partake, the trouble 
may all be set aside by each one examining 
himself, as this is the only test we can give; 
but were you not all a little amused at Brother 
Methodist talking about all partaking, that it 
was the privilege, the duty of all; then quoted 
the Scriptural test, let each examine himself? 
Now I should like to know how he will apply 
this to his babies. What examination could 
they make of themselves? If it were possible 
for them to examine themselves, and shouldbe 
in a state of sinless perfection, he would not 
let them commune. I never saw or heard of 
an infant communing in all my life. 

Brother Presbyterian. I think it hardly 
prudent for us to partake of the emblems to- 
day. I think we would better wait until we 
are in a better frame of mind. Let us defer it 
for three or six months, that we may meditate 
Upon its importance. I think you will find 
the true conditions of this institution all laid 
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down in our confession of faith. Come over 
and I will loan each of you one of our books. 
The Bible is not sufficiently plain on the sub- 
ject. 

Brother Universalist. You have widened 
the chasm in several particulars. 1. You pro- 
pose to defer this institution without any di- 
vine sanction. 2. You have exalted your 
creed above the Bible, by saying that the 
Bible is not sufficiently plain, therefore saying 
your creed is better than the Bible. I can see 
one reason which you might have assigned for 
postponing the supper—that is, that some of 
your members are not old enough yet. But 
these creeds all seem to me very unmeaning. 
For yourauthority to baptize infants, you have 
copied the language of the Saviour to Nicode- 
mus, and when you all go to baptize a baby, 
you even pray that language. Then when you 
are pressed upon the subject of baptism being 
essential to salvation, you invariably deny it. 
Now if some of the Scriptures were so very 
important that it had to be re-written, and 
translated into your creeds, you never should 
deny that. Come now, my brethren, be consis- 
tent; commune with all who have been bap- 
tized, erced or no creed, babies and all. 

Brother Methodist. I wonder if Brother 
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Universalist thinks I will commune with his 
brethren. I can’t do it for at least three rea- 
Sons. 1. There is a portion of the Scriptures 
they deny. The Saviour says, “These shall 
£0 away into everlasting punishment,” and 
they don’t believe it. 2. Their members don’t 
belong to any church, and this institution was 
only intended for members of the church. 3. 
A great portion of their members who 
are in full faith with them, are impious, 
reckless, and dissipated. In fact, they 
aro nearly all such. There may be some 
pious, praying, devoted Universalists, but I 
have never been fortunate enough to know 
one. There is no use of asking me to com- 
inime with them, I can’t do it. 
a Stranger. Now you all must seo by this 
ime that it takes strict obedience to all God's 
commandments, in order to be accepted by 
Him, and fellowshiped by cach other. Let 
ft pier a proposition which will enforce the 
f i A aga of you all, at once, or provo you 
De false. As Brother Quaker speaks by in- 
Spiration let him preach. Ag Brother Mormon 
aS miracles, let him Operate upon us and 
ar us to believe. Then let Brother Presby- 
Tian forgive our sins; then I am sure we 
will all be prepared to commune. 
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To this they all finally agree. Brother 
Quaker proceeds with his “immediate in: 
fluence,” which is composed of a little gospel, 
some Quakerism, and quite an amount of what 
he feels. He feels that he is exactly right, but 
unfortunately he feels that all the rest are 
wrong. This, no one believes but himself. So 
much for his “immediate influence.” 

Brother Mormon now proceeds to work his 
miracle, by the same power, and fails. The sick 
man did not arise. The result is worse and 
worse. Some begin to doubt whether there 
be any Holy Spirit. Others think there is, but 
that these brethren are working by a falso 
spirit, they have not the Spirit of Christ. 

Brother Presbyterian undertakes by the 
same power to forgive their sins, and fails. 
They see nothing, feel nothing, hear nothing. 
They are now fully satisfied that his pretense 
is also a delusion. The multitude are not con- 
vinced as they were on the day of Pentecost, 
but disappointed and disgusted. No man has 
courage to officiate at the Lord’s table. The 
cause is brought to derision and shame. The 
sighs and groans are heard from every quar- 
ter. They disperse in utter confusion, each 
heard saying as he departs—You will never 
catch me in such a snap again. I am almost 


forced to the conclusion that the whole mat- 
ter is a delusion; that the Bible, which I 
have always held to be a plain book, is wholly 
ees and dark, and that the truth of 
ae cn is, I am almost as near an atheist as 
Up walk a score of infidels, who have been 
setting by through all their difficulties, hear- 
ing their conflicting theories, and ne more 
eonfirmed in their unbelief than ever. They 
mic say they know there is nothing in it. 
ae Ce aeae for a number of years they 
par onl i si and understand the Bible, but 
a ie ei heard it preached by the ortho- 
iy bt e darker it became. That while 
eee k trying to understand it, they were 
meen ts LG They now propose to 
mm bi ill dismiss these vague and conflict- 
w cohen: and take their advice, they may 
ce a appy. As the Bible is dark and 
ant = “ca Me lay it aside, and if there be 
vill taue who brought us into existence, He 
Nore us out when He gets ready. As it 
“2 = eternity for man, that is doubtfal ; 
d sjin ing we do know to a certainty—that 
i y ie k here in this world, and we have 
merit or bread, and there is nothing to feed 
ngry or clothe the naked in religion; 


let us enjoy ourselves in another direction : 
let us eat and drink, especially drink ; let us 
marry or not marry; let us take pleasure as it 
comes, and enjoy life as it passes; and if there 
be any God of whom you professors speak, 
and He so kind and good as you all allow, Ha 
will take care of us, and bring us out all right. 
If He brought us into this world, and has an- 
other prepared for us, Ho will take us all over 
in good time. Come, let us all go and get 
something to drink. 

And now, friendly reader, what do you 
think about all these denominations making 
the true Church? Are you prepared to say 
yes to this? No, you can not. 

But one says, You have represented the 
Churches too strongly. In this you are much 
mistaken. We have only brought forward a 
few of the most prominent features of conten- 
tion and strife, and we assure you, if time and 
space would permit, we could show you a 
mountain yet in the back ground, which is 
untold—nay more, which the rules of decency 
and Christian ethics forbid to be placed upon 
paper for a Christian reading public. The 
picture is not half as darkly painted as it 
might be. Could you lift the curtain and un- 
vail Mormonism, Catholicism, Spiritism, and 
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see what is tolerated in the name of religion, 
your soul would shrink back. Do you say 
they are not orthodox? They claim it is re- 
ligion, and quote our Bibles to prove it, and 
will come as near doing so as modern sectari- 
anism will. No, you are now ready to say, 
if this is the best we can do, we may as well 
give up the case as lost. You ask, what is the 
use of having any Bible, if we can’t come 
nearer to its teachings than this? 

We now propose, in the next chapter, to 
show that the New Testament is responsible 
for none of these theories; but in it is a Sy8- 
tem, a divine system, a plain system, and we 


hope to be able to make the most casual reader 
understand it. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 
A STRANGER SEEKS AND FINDS THE TRUE CHURCH. 


“« And there came unto me one of the seven angels 
which had the seven vials full of the seven last plagues, 
and talked with me, snying, Come hither, I will show 
thee the bride, the Lamb’s wife.”—Rev. xxi: 9. 


By this time the reader is becoming impa- 
tient to know where, and how he shall find, 
and how he shall know the true Church, as 
he has journeyed thus far and found little else 
than difficulties, and negative answers to the 
question about which he is so much interested, 
and the question which we proposed to answer 
in this book. Surely, says he, we had hoped 
to find something clear and plain, but so far 
upon examination of the matter, it has become 
darker and darker. Instead of clearing away 
the fog, it has only increased, until the whole 
horizon is darkness and tempest. 

Truo, we have only shown one side, and that 
the dark-side, but it is sometimes necessary to 
show up the dark side in contrast with the 
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light, that we may appreciate its glory and 
splendor when the lightis shown. By looking 
at the darkness of “spiritual wickedness in 
high places,” we can more readily grasp the 
true Gospel Light when shown to us. 

All we ask now is for you to be willing to 
receive the truth when shown to you. There 
is not so much fear now about finding it, a8 
that you may not be willing to obey it. But 
we will at once show you the bride, the Lamb's 
wife. 

On a calm, mild evening in the sweetness of 
its twilight, while all nature seems to help us 
praise our Creator—it being on Lord’s day 
evening—in the little town of C , where are 
represented a dozen or more different churches, 
their bells all ringing at once, each one calling 
its adherents, all in confusion and haste, a few 
are seen to file off in this direction, a few in 
that, each party much interested in their own 
company, but pay no attention whatever to the 
rest. Behold, just coming up at the foot of the 
hill, from the rippling stream below, is seen & 
personage of strange attire, and very remark 
able appearance. He is dressed in a robe 
which extends down almost to his feet. His 


waist is girded with a wreath taken from 


Nature's forest. His feet are shielded from the 
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rough and stony pathway only by a rude pair 
of sandals. His head bare, except the rich 
locks which flow in profusion around his neck; 
his countenance firm, yet mild and pleasant ; 
his soft blue eyes, which seem to radiate a 
glory of itself, intently gazing upon the scene 


| which is transpiring before him. Heis noticed 


| by all, and immediately becomes as interesting 

as he is noted. Although viewed and gazed 

at by every eye, he seems to take no particular 
| notice of any one. With firm step he slowly 
marches up the hill, and as he passes by each 
cottage, the children rush to the windows, to 
the doors, and out to the gate, all trying to 
get a glimpse of this strangely costumed per- 
sonage. When he reaches the summit of the 
hill and enters town, he comes to a halt; being 
much surprised, he breaks the silence with the 
following: Is it possible that the people of 
God have become so numerous in this little 
town that it has become necessary to build a 
dozen church houses, furnished within and 
Without, and support as many ministers ; all 
for the accommodation of God's people in so 
small a place as this? He says, I will see. It 
is ascertained that he has in his hand a little 
book of great antiquity. On coming directly 
in front of one of thoso stately edifices, he 
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reads, “ Methodist Episcopal Church.” He | 


casts his eye down into his little book, and 

reads from Matt. xvi. Eighteen hundred an 

ago, the Saviour said He would build His. 

Chureh, but He never builta Methodist Church ; 

neither did He authorize an apostle nor edi 

sador to build such a church ; but I must not 
risk the whole matter upon the name, but must 
sce the internal evidence of identity. As he 
enters the door, the minister is about to enter 
the sanctuary. The stranger calls to him and 
asks the privilege of propounding a few ques- 
tions. The right being granted he proceeds: 

STRANGER. I wish to know by what law you £ 
are governed, | 

Minister. We have the Holy Scriptures, 
composed of the Old and New Testaments, 
which we claim to be the only infallible rule: 
but we have another little book, which we call 
our “Book of Discipline,” by which book we 
recelve members, retain, and by which we ex- 
clude members, 

8. Highteen hundred years ago, I find Paul l 
said, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of 
ay bad is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 
? correction, instruction in righteousness, 

K bette man of God may be perfeet, throughly 
urnished unto all good works.” I see you 
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| have left the book which furnishes you unto 
all good works, and certainly a Christian does 
not wish to do anything but what is a good 
work, and have made a fallible book which 
has no life, can give no power, and of course 
is wrong; but I wish to ask what Baptism you 
have in your Church ? 

M. We have what we call the “One Bap- 
tism,” the essential baptism, that of the Holy 
Ghost. Then we have what we call “ Water 
Baptism.” This, however, is not essential to 
salvation, and we are not very particular as to 
how it is done, or whether done at all. We 
hold it can be performed either by sprinkling, 
pouring, or immersion. 

S. The same apostle tells us, “ There is one 
baptism,” which is equivalent to saying there 
is but one. This statement was made twenty- 
one years after the last case of baptism in the 
Holy Spirit found in the New Testament. 
Besides, in the commission which Christ gave 
the apostles He says, “Go teach, and baptize, 
and lo! I am with you (in this commission) 
unto the end of the world.” Now you see 
that man was to teach, and man was to bap- 
tize, and this was to continue to the end of the 
world. You don’t claim to have power to bap- 
tize with the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit 
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baptism was never given as a command, but 
always as a promise, and was given to the 
apostles exclusively, to enable them to speak 
with different tongues in preaching the Gospel ; 


but I wish to ask what kind of persons have < 


you in your fellowship? 

M. We have several classes which stand con- 
nected with us. 1. We have those who are 
“soundly converted.” These have a right to 
all the immunities of the Church. 2. We 
have the little children of those who are be- 
lievers; these are dedicated to the Church by 
the holy ordinance of Christian Baptism, upon 
the faith and pledge of their parents or guar- 
dians, whom we call “ sponsors.” 3. We have 
a mixed multitude of probationers, whoare now 
on trial for six months, among these are some 
“ powerfully converted,” some “hopefully con- 
verted,” and some who are unconverted. 

8. If this be the true Church which was 
built eighteen hundred years ago, there have 
Bome strange things occurred since that timo. 
1. There were in the Church, then, but one 


class, and these were all capable of exercising 
faith in Christ. 


2. There were no unconverted persons Or 
probationers in the Church, but were all “new 
creatures, by virtue of their faith in, and obe- 
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dience to the law of life.” We never heard of 
any “powerfully” or “soundly” converted 
persons, either in the Church or out of it. 
They were simply converted, pardoned, and 
saved. 

3. We never heard of unconscious infants 
coming to Christ, but whoever comes to God 
must believe, that He is, and that He is a 
rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 
The prophet said, “ Allin the new covenant 
should know Him, from the least of them unto 
the greatest.” 

4. Men were never turned away for asingle 
day, much less six months, but were taught, 
Now is the accepted time; but I wish to know 
what are the terms of membership in your 
Church ? 

M. We hold that “we aro justified by faith 
only,” yet in our Church we formally receive 
them by the rules laid down in our book of 
discipline, consisting of twenty-fiverules, which 
We call “ articles of faith.” 

S. Here again are several strange things 
Which have come to pass. 1. We never heard 
of any one being saved by faith alone ; we 
never made such a promise in all our teaching. 
2. We had no book of discipline except the 
Bible, 3. We never as much as heard whether 
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but will you indulge me while I ask you one 
more question. How often do you celebrate 
the death and sufferings of Christ? 

M. It is our custom to commune quarterly, 
or four times a year. Our communion is gov- 
erned by the Bishop and presiding Elder. 

S. Ah, I am afraid your officers are lording 
over God’s heritage. It was the custom of 
the disciples to break bread on the first day of 
every week. We never heard of “ presiding 
elders” or “ quarterly mectings.” 

At this moment the stranger turns to the 
minister and addresses him in the following 
language: In search of the true Church, upon 
close examination, I find you have the wrong 
name, your name is foreign to the New Testa- 
ment; you also have the wrong creed book; 
your baptism is also wrong in several particu- 
lars ; you have not the proper terms of mem- 
bership in your Church, your membership are 
zo far from those who are moulded by. the 
‘form of doctrine ” being delivered to us. In 
fact, I find but few have « obeyed from the 
heart” that mould of doctrine given in the 
Gospel. You are also wrong in your commu- 

nion. So many of the prominent features of 
your Church being wrong, it can not be the 
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Church founded by Christ, and propagated by 
the twelve apostles, so I must look further ; so 
saying he turns and walks slowly away. 

The different bells are still calling for their 
flocks. He approaches another magnificent 
building upon which is engraven “ Presbyte- 
rian Church.” He again opens his little book 
of antiquity, and looks and remarks again : 
There is no history here about a Presbyterian 
Church, Christ nor the apostles ever said any- 
thing about, much less ever builta Presbyterian 
Church. He enters the threshhold, and the 
minister is about to “ take bis text.” He asks 
the privilege of propounding some questions, 
obtains it, and proceeds as before. He gets 
substantially the same answers, yet upon some 
minor points a little deviation, but when 
through with his investigation, he finds their 
name is wrong, their creed is wrong, their 
faith, their baptism, their terms of admission, 
their communicants who are held as members, 
are all wrong. He remarks again, This can 
not be the Church which was built eighteen 
hundred years ago, for I find no similarity ex- 
isting between them. : 

Again he turns away, and soon finds him- 
self in front of a massive structure, upon 
Which is written “ The Holy Catholic Church.” 
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He once more opens his little book and says, 
I find where Jesus says, “I will build my 
Church,” but nothing is said about a Catholic 


Church. The apostles afterwards say nothing ` 


about such a Church. I find the Bible in 
reference to a Catholic Church as silent as the 
grave. 

He again enters, takes a seat, and endeavors 
to learn if possible who these strange persons 
are, and “ whence came they.” At this mo- 
ment out walks a priest with saintly robe of 
white. He utters a few short and unmeaning 
sentences in an unknown tongue, and myste- 
riously retires. In a few moments he returns, 
dressed in a robe of black, gilded with a cross 
and ornamented with a number of little bells, 
followed by a group of small boys, whose busi- 
ness seems to be only to wait upon his lord- 
ship, by holding his robe, rattling the bells, 
and humbly bowing to his majesty. The priest 
again makes a few unknown remarks, takes 4 
liquid which he calls “ holy water,” and with 
that sprinkles the people of his congregation. 
Hung upon the wall are seen some “gravel 
images,” unto which this duped class must 
bow. The priest again recedes, and returns, 
makes a few remarks, and for a small consid- 
eration, proposes to forgive their sins. He 
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then prays to the Virgin Mary, and they dis- 
miss. After dismission the stranger seeks an 
interview with him, and the following con- 
versation ensues. 

S. What authority have you toconduct your 
religious exercises thus? 

P. We claim all authority, sir, upon earth. 

S. Where and of whom did you receive it? 

P. The blessed Jesus when establishing His 
Church upon earth, gave all authority into the 
hands of the apostles. 

S. Do you claim that you are one of the 
apostles ? 

P. No, sir, not exactly in person, but we 
claim all the power they had and more. 

S. How did you get it? 

P. The blessed Jesus gave tto His apostles, 
and they to the Pope, and we receive it of 
him. 

S. What authority do you claim more than 
had the apostles ? 

P. They could only promise remission of 
tins in the name of Christ, but we can retain 


remit sins at will. 


S. What authority further do you claim ? 
P. We claim the right to compel men and 
Women to submit to our Church, and on con- 
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dition they object, we subject them to torture 
at the stake. 

S. Do you claim apostolic succession ? 

P. Yes, sir, and with that the right to rule 
and reign, to make ] 
in the temple as God. 


S. Ah! sir, I know you now. You are the 


an of sin, the son of perdition, described in 
2 Thess., who opposeth and exalteth himself 
above all that is called God, or that is wor- 
shiped ; so that he as God sitteth in the temple 
of God showing himself that he is God ; but, 
sir, your days are about numbered. The Lord 
is consuming you with the s 
and shall destroy you with 
His coming. Yon, sir, are g 
of many m 


m 


) 


the brightness of 
uilty of the blood 
artyred Christians ; you have taken 
the lives of many of the children of God 
vengeance cries from the ground to-day 
you. You have destroyed His 
spread devast 
I know you. 

lie 


, and 
against 
Word, and 
ation to the kingdom of Christ, 
You are given over to believe a 
» and will be damned, because you believed - 
not the truth, but took pleasure in unrighteous- 
ness. 

As he departs from 
deep sigh is heard 
there is to be fi 


this terrible scene, a 
, and says, were it not that 
uth upon the carth I should 


aws and govern, to sit &#Testament. 


rtain its teach- 
iritof Hi th it” But I must enter and ascerta 
pintoi His mouth, asit. 
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\despair, but as we have such pi ae Hy si 
little book, I must look farther. ‘ah go 5% 
another, and still ia ae aen s aves 
Patil a asad aioe to take his leave 
from the city, his eye is turned toward a 
ble building, upon which is as a oH 

r Curist. A spring of joy wells we Pit 
h rt, and his countenance brightens into : P 
bard 5 he nears the ary al poate es a 
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divine authority. 
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When the services close he seeks an inter- 
view with the preacher, which is easily ob- 
tained. The preacher says, I will be happy to 
answer any question which you may ask rela- 
tive to the teachings of Christ, that I am able 
to answer. 

S. I wish to know what Church you call 
this? 

M. We call it by the divine name, The 
Church of Christ. Eighteen hundred years ago, 
the Lord built His Church, was married to 
her, she became His wife, and therefore, took 
His name. 

S. What is your faith? ‘ 

M. We have the faith of Christ, the faiti 
once delivered to the saints. The one faith 
which we find revealed in the Holy Scriptures. 

S. By what name are you called, and how 
do you distinguish yourselves from othe 
churches ? 

M. Being lawfully married to Christ, "° 
each assume the divine name, Christian. So 


far as tho difference between us and othe 


churches is concerned, it is caused by them. 
They differ from us, by taking articles 
human faith, wearing foreign names, ete. 

are not willing to be separated from any wh 
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love the Lord, but others will not unite with 
us on the Bible alone. 

S. Have you no book of discipline ? 

M. Nothing but the Holy Bible. 

S. But have you no written creed ? 

M. Nothing but the New Testament. We 
are afraid to write out a creed, for fear it would 
not be just like the Bible; for then it would 
be wrong. 

S. Do you claim any spiritual influence in 
your Church ? 

M. Yes, sir, we claim the Comforter which 
the Church received at the beginning, which 
was to abide with us forever. 

S. Have you any baptism connected with 
your Church? 

M. Yes, we have the one baptism taught in 
the New Testament. 

S. But do you claim this one baptism is the 
Holy Spirit baptism or water baptism ? 

M. We could not claimthe Holy Spirit bap- 
tism for several reasons. 1. The Baptism of 
the Spirit was never a command, but always a 
Promise. 2. It was given to the apostles to 
enable them to speak in different languages 
and work miracles. We claim no miracles, 
hence no Holy Spirit Baptism. 3. The bap- 


stiam in the great commission was a command, 
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something we must do. 4. It was to continue 
to the end of the world, and of course embraces 
us. 

S. Then you claim water baptism ? 

M. No, sir, we know nothing of such an in- 
stitution as water baptism. We claim Chris- 
tian Baptism. 

S. But you claim it is done with water? 

M. Yes, sir, or rather tn water. 

S. Why don’t you call it water baptism ? 

M. We choose to call Bible things by Bible 
names, and the Lord never authorized us to 
call it such. 

S. Well, I find so many ways of performing 
this, it will be necessary for you to explain 
your mode. 

M. We don’t know anything about mode 
in baptism, but by what you say, we suppose 
you mean how it is performed. If this be your 
trouble, we can settle that in few words, by 
examining tho places in the New Testament 
where it is spoken of. We find in primitive 
days, they went to where there was “ much 
water.” They went down into tho water. 
They were buried in baptism, they were raised 
up,as Christ was raised from the dead. “They 
came up straightway out of the water.” In 
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all this we follow the divine example as near 
as possible. 

S. Do you ever sprinkle or pour any? 

M. Sprinkle or pour any, what? 

S. Why, do you sprinkle or pour any per- 
sons in baptism ? 

M. That seems like rather a foolish question 
to mo. What do you mean by pouring peo 
ple? : 

S. Why, do you sprinkle or pour water on 
persons for baptism ? 

M. O, you mean, do we do something to the 
element instead of the person. O no, sir, it is 
the people who are active, and not the water. 
We baptize the people. 

S. Why do you not sprinkle water upon 
them ? 

M. Because, the Bible says not one word 
about it. 

S. Do you baptize all whocome to your bap- 

tism ? 
_M. We baptize none but those who believe 
in Jesus. The great commission says, “ He 
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved, 
but he that believeth not shall be damned.” 

S. You then baptize neither infants, idiots, 
nor heathens ? 
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M. We could not baptize infants and idiots, 
for they can not believe. We daro not bap- 
tize infidels, for they will not believe. 

S. Have you any particular hope? 

M. O yes; our hope is the anchor of the 
soul, both sure and steadfast, and reaches: to 
that within the vail, whither the forerunner 18 
entered for us. Our hope is to live again 
among the glorified spirits in that happy world 
above, where sighing and sorrow shall forever 
flee away. 

S. Whom do you style as your father? 

M. There is one God and Father of all, who 
is above all, in us all, and through us all, who 
is blessed for evermore. 

And now, friendly reader, we are ready to 
ask you, if you find a Church, which claims to 
be the Church of Christ, whose members call 
themselves Christians, and will have that name 
and nothing else ; who take the Bible as their 
guide, nothing more or less ; who perform the 
one immersion, and that only to penitent be- 
lievers; who claim the one Spirit, the Com- 
forter, which was given to and dwells in the 
body ; who are consoled by the one hope, the 
hope of eternal life; and who are governed 
and ruled by the one God and Father? Ifyou 
do, that is the true Church; that is the body 
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for which you have been searching, and there 
is no mistake about it. As certain as the Bible 
is true, just so certain are these the marks of 
identity in the Church which Christ built. 
If you did not know which it was before, and 
how to find it, you know now. 

Although that Stranger has not returned to 
earth yet, He soon will come, and will not 
tarry. The only question for you to decide is, 
Am I ready to go? When He does come 
again, it will not be a “babe in the manger,” 
nor a man stricken with sorrows, nor acquaint- 
ed with grief, but it will be the King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords. Then we shall see the 
Lord descend in the clouds of heaven, with 
power and great glory; and He shall send 
His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, 
and they shall gather together his elect from 
the four winds, from one end of heaven to the 
other. 

Sinner! think, if this were the day, you 
Would see that long and shining band of an- 
gels, hear their shouts of glory, and honor, 
and praise, to the Lamb that was slain, but 
liveth evermore—this bright escort headed 
by the Lord himself, would you be ready to 
80? and would you be anxious to meet him? 
The question is as easily answered as asked 
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If you are in that one body, and contending 
earnestly for this grand unity, you are ready; 
but if not, you are not ready. 

But do I hear some one put up the plea, 
that if that be the true Church, and none get 
to heaven out of it, there will be few saved. 
Don’t let that hinder you a single moment 
from your duty. The devil is always ready to 
put in his plans, and will tell you that you can 
be saved as well out. It is likely he may have 
induced some in Noah's day to offer that same 
objection. If they did, it amounted to nothing 
on their side. The work went on, the ark was 
prepared, and sure enough there wero few 
saved, and who were tho few? They were 
that class who did what God commanded, cn- 
tered the ark, and were saved in the ark, but 
not out. Every man, woman and child who 
was found out of the ark perished. Human 
sympathy did not amount to much there, nei- 
ther did that great divino love save them 12 
disobedience. This ought to be a check upon 
all blind devotees of universal salvation 
through love alone. Remember that justice and 
vengeance are also His attributes, and He will 
repay. No doubt some derided when Jesus 
said, “Straight is the gate, and narrow the 
way, which leadeth unto life, and few there be 
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that find it;” yet, he said, “Broad is the way, 
and wide is the gate, which leadeth to destruc- 
tion, and many there be who go in thereat.” 
After all the weak excuses that are put up by 
men, the Church, or Kingdom of Christ, still 
goes on, and salvation for all who enter it, but 
for the finally impenitent is reserved the black- 
ness of darkness forever. 

But some one is ready to say, there are 
many good people who are going other ways, 
and these will get to heaven, therefore this is 
not the only way. Remember that little word 
only has caused the world a great deal of 
trouble in our day. It is enough for any rea- 
sonable man to be shown the way, and if it 
turn out that men are saved in some other 
way, it will be no fault of ours; but if the 
Lord put that word only in His way, and you 
are found in that way, you will be saved, and 
all out of that way will be lost. 

But you say, I don’t think the Church can 
save a man. 

Will you please tell us, then, for what pur- 
pose the Church was built? It must have 
been a very unimportant business for our Sa- 
viour to be engaged in, if it have nothing to 
do in saving men. 

But I meant the Church alone. 
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We have just told you about that word alone. 
No man who understands the plan of redemp- 
tion has any use for any one item alone. 

That ship lying there on tho wharf alone, 
would not take you to France, yet you can't 
go without it. That coach will take you to 
New York City (provided you will get into it, 
and stay in it), but not the coach alone; there 
must be a locomotive, a conductor, water, fuel, 
etc. So the Church of Christ will take you 
to heaven, if you will got in it, and stay in it, 
and do your dnty, but He never told any man 
he could go to heaven out of His Church. 
He being no respector of persons, if He will 
take one man out of the Church, He will take 
every other man, things being equal, and at 
once away goes the divine family. 

But Iam as good as some who aro already 
in the Church. 

That may be truo, and then not be very 
good. Thatrich neighbor who lives just across 
the strect has several children, some of which 
are not very obedient; that poor man who 
lives just beyond, has several children which 
are better in every respect, bettor in school, 
better upon the street, better at home, yet they 
don’t call that rich man father, nor his chil- 
dron their brothers and sisters; neither will 
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his estate be divided among the poor children 
at his death. Why? Because they do not be- 
long to the family. They have not the one 
family name, they were not born into that 
family, consequently they are not heirs of the 
inheritance. 

It does not follow that because you are in 
the Church, that you can not be lost. There 
is such a thing as disinheriting of children. 

But I can not hold out if I do start. 

Such might be true, that you would fail, but 
itis very improbable; but one thing is certain, 
you never will if you never try. Heaven isto 
be obtained by atrial, and but one trial at that. 
Peter tells us if “ we do these things we shall 
never fall, but an abundant entrance shall be 
administered unto us into the overlasting king- 
dom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” 

There is no necessity of us failing, neither 
will we if we do His commandments ; but the 
man who will not make the effort, will not 
come to Christ, will not enter the Church, will 
be lost. These shall go away into everlasting 
punishment. 

It is hard for friends to partin life.. Think, 
when that loved son is taking his leave for the 
far West, how loth we are to give him up. (0) 
how it pains us to think of the morning they 
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must start. We very reluctantly sce that 
trunk set out, the carriage driven up, and see 
our friends stand weeping around. He takes 
that venerable father and aged mother by the 
hand, and says that sorrowing word, “ fare- 
well.” He passes out at the door, through the 
gate, and for aught we know, we see him close 
it for the last time. When he departs, we 
stand and gaze until they are lost in the dis- 
tance, and when he is out of sight we turn 
back, go into the house, and sit down to weep. 
When our. heart seems unburdened by that 
flow of grief, our tears are wiped away, and a 
ray of hope flashes through our mind, and our 
countenance brightens as we cherish it ; per- 
haps we shall see him again on this side of the 
grave. We commit him, ourselves, and all we 
have and are, to Him who holds the destinies 
of earth and Heaven, and for the present our 
grief passes by. This parting is sad, but there 
is one which is worse. 

In a few months that lovely son returns and 
falls sick. He is an obedient son, a loving 
brother, and a fast friend to all his associates. 
He is an ornament in society, and loved and 
respected by all who know him. He is soon 
reported dangerous. The best medical aid is 
secured, but all to no purpose. Heis watched 
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by day and attended bynight. The news goes 
out to all that he is beyond hope. “That mother’s 
breast can no longer contain its grief, and her 
sighs are changed to shrieks and cries. O! 
must I bid him adieu; must I give him up to 
die. Te calls them all to his bed, bids them 
farewell one at a time, tells them not to weep 
for him, struggles a few moments, folds his 
arms, and all is over. 

The coffin is brought ; he is wrapped in the 
shroud, and taken to the city of the dead. 
When that lovely form is lowered, and the 
clods fall upon the box, it seems as though the 
hearts of friends are breaking. The grave is 
filled, and friends return home in sorrow. That 
picture is now the precious memento which is 
put carefully away in the’drawer. This part- 
ing is much worse than the first, but again our 
tears are wiped away. The blessed volume of 
eternal truth is read, and by its precious 
promises of meeting again on the shores of 
eternal bliss, we are again consoled, and we 
again trudge along the rough pathway of life, 
happicr now for the thought of his being at 
rest. This now adds new inducements to our 
hopes, inspires us with new zeal, and we Eav 
“Thy will, O Lord, and not mine be done. 
Could I call him back, I would not doso. I 
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now wish to goto him. In all these hours of 
darkness the Sinner sees no consolation. Ina 
few short years, a few more storms, a few more 
heating summers, a few more chilling winds. 
and we will all have gone the way of earth. 

But, sinner, there is a parting which is terri- 
ble indeed. The hour is coming when all who 
are in their graves shall hear His voice, and 
shall come forth, they who have done good 
unto the resurrection of life, and they who 
have done evil unto the resurrection of dam- 
nation. There will be no taking an appeal 
after this judgment, and no more hope of ever 


meeting again. Gone and gone forever. O 
come to-day, come now, come this moment, 
make the start, enter the Church of Christ, be 
made free from sin, and saved in Heaven for- 
ever. 7 


